Lessons learned: integrating a service learning community-based partnership into the curriculum.
Auburn University School of Nursing (AUSON) has been in a partnership with the Auburn Housing Authority (AHA), a low-income public housing provider, for several years by providing a weekly nursing care clinic. AUSON was convinced expansion of the clinics would be beneficial to all. This article describes the process and lessons learned in expanding the scope and depth of the partnership and how this service learning experience was integrated throughout the nursing curriculum. Journaling by students revealed that interactions with a different culture over time changed their perceptions. Residents have been empowered to take control of their health. A community partnership takes persistence, perseverance, and consistency. This partnership has been beneficial to residents, students, and faculty. The university's land-grant mission of service and access is demonstrated through a partnership that offers opportunities for students and faculty to address the community's needs.